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Professor Maria BEIGER of Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan died on 7" February
2007. For many years (1984-1991) she was the head of the Department of Systematic
Zoology at that University. Her funeral took place at St. John Vianney Parish Cemetery in
Poznan on 15" February.

She was born on 3™ April 1921 in Rosenburg, district Dobromil (now Ukraine). She
graduated from primary school in Wieliczka in 1934, and passed the Polish equivalent of
GCSE in 1938. Next, she started education at the Nursing School of the Polish Red Cross in
Poznah. When Nazi Germany invaded Poland in September 1939, she joined the sanitary
battalion of the Polish Army. She was awarded for participation in the battles near Socha-
czew and Warsaw.

During the war she lived in Poznan, and initially was employed as a worker in military
storehouses. In 1943, during a typhus epidemic, at her own request she was sent to serve as
a nurse in Tarnowo Podgérne (near Poznan). She worked as a nurse till the end of war.

After the war, she continued education in a secondary school in Krotoszyn, where she
passed the A-level exams in 1947. In the same year she started to study Biology at the Uni-
versity of Poznan (later renamed as Adam Mickiewicz University), Faculty of Mathematics
and Natural Sciences. Simultaneously, she worked as a teacher in adult education. During
the 3" year of university studies, she was employed at the Department of Systematic
Zoology as a substitute teacher and junior researcher.

She graduated from the university in 1952, and received the M. PHIL. degree in biology.
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In 1960 she was granted the PhD degree in natural sciences on the basis of the thesis Min-
ing Insects in the Ojcéw National Park. In 1966, she defended her postdoctoral, i.e. habilita-
tion thesis in entomology, entitled Studies of Mining Insects in the Herb Layer of Oak-
Hornbeam Forests in Wielkopolska. She became an associate professor in 1976, and full
professor in 1983. She worked at the Department of Systematic Zoology from 1950 till her
retirement, successively advancing from the position of junior researcher to professor.

The list of scientific publications written by Professor Maria BEIGER includes 99
works. They were concerned with faunistics, morphology, biology, ecology, and economic
importance of mining insects, but also taxonomy, systematics and phylogeny of dipterans
of the family Agromyzidae, as well as some parasitological and environmental issues.

Her publications include 7 monographs: Mining Insects in the Ojcéw National Park
(1960), Studies of Mining Insects in the Tatra Mountains National Park, part 12, faunistic-
ecological (1981), Leaf-Mining Flies (Agromyzidae, Diptera) in Central Roztocze (1994),
Leaf-Mining Sawflies (Hymenopterans, Tenthredinidae) in Poland (1982), Leaf-Mining
Flies (Agromyzidae, Diptera) - Pests of Crop Plants (1989), Studies of Mining Insects in
the Herb Layer of Oak-Hornbeam Forests in Wielkopolska (1965), and Studies of Mining
Insects in Open Oak Forests (Querceto-Potentilletum albae) in the Wielkopolska-Kujawy
Lowland (1989). Moreover, she published the textbook Mining Insects (1991) and a key to
their identification, entitled Mining Insects in Poland: Key to Identification Based on Mines
(2004).

The need to study the fauna of National Parks does not have to be explained. Professor
BEIGER conducted research in 6 of them: the Ojcéw, Tatra Mountains, Roztocze,
Bieszczady Mountains, Pieniny Mountains and Karkonosze Mountains National Parks. Her
research has not only broadened our knowledge of the fauna of those areas, but also pro-
vided data for analysis of the origin of mining insects in mountains of Central Europe.
More information helping to explain this problem was provided by studies carried out by
Professor BEIGER in Bulgaria and former Yugoslavia.

The monograph on mining insects in Poland includes a detailed description of this
group, with reference to the role of food selectivity in speciation of hymenopterans, notes
on their origin, as well as methodological guidelines, and a key to identification of mine
species found in Poland. It must be emphasized that there was a great need to broaden our
knowledge of the group of leaf-miners that are pests of broad-leaved trees and play an im-
portant role in forest economy.

For the needs of agricultural practice and the Pest Control Service, Professor BEIGER
wrote the monograph Leaf-mining flies (Agromyzidae, Diptera) - Pests of Crop Plants.

The monograph covers pests of cereals, vegetables, root crops, industrial crops, as well
as pests of fruit trees and ornamentals. The monograph contains also keys to identification
of species, with information on damages caused by them and recommended methods of
pest control.

The monographs on leaf-miners in oak-hornbeam forests and open oak forests are im-
portant for the theory and practice of classification of leaf-miners and their communities.
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Studies of leaf-miner communities included also many other forest types, such as: alder
carrs, beech forests, sycamore forests, oak forests, and mixed broad-leaved forests. Results
of these studies were summarized in the article ‘Current State of Research into Leaf-Miners
in Broad-Leaved Forests in Poland’ (1974). All the publications, because of the negative
influence of the studied insects as pests in forest ecosystems, are of great importance for
forestry. It is also noteworthy that no synecological studies of leaf-miners were carried out
at that time outside Poland. Their results were taken into account in important monographs
in the field of insect ecology (e.g. RAFES 1966) and textbooks (e.g. SZUJECKI 1983).

Similar issues were discussed also in her articles on the population dynamics of Phyto-
myza milli. These studies explained the mechanism of natural regulation of population size
in annual and long-term cycles, as well as the role of parasitic hymenopterans in those
processes. This work has a practical aspect. Its results can be used for predicting the ap-
pearance of forest insect pests.

Research conducted by Professor Maria BEIGER in the field of faunistics, morphology
and taxonomy, has enriched the knowledge of leaf-miners through describing 17 species
new to science, 100 species new to the fauna of Poland, and 98 species new to the fauna of
Bulgaria.

Moreover, Professor BEIGER described unknown morphological structures and devel-
opmental stages of several dozen species, discovered many new host plants, and reported
on mines of unknown forms, providing a lot of new information on the biology of this
group. An expression of reverence to Professor BEIGER is the fact that three taxa were
named after her.

Research on systematics and phylogeny of dipterans of the group ‘albiceps’ (Agro-
myzidae) enabled her to distinguish the more closely related taxa, and to present hypotheti-
cal phylogenetic relationships within the whole group of species. Her results also revealed
the major trends in the evolution of the studied group, and the significance of food selectiv-
ity in speciation of leaf-mining flies, but also shed some light on the question of their ori-
gin.

More general considerations and conclusions, useful for theoretical parasitology and
hyponomology, were presented by Professor BEIGER in the works ‘Development of Food
Specialization in Leaf-Miners’ and ‘Parasites of Leaf-Miners’. She also investigated the
possibility of using leaf-miners as bioindicators of environmental pollution by industrial
emissions.

The textbook Mining insects (156 pages) and Mining Insects in Poland: Key to Identi-
fication Based on Mines (894 pages) are the only fully original, richly illustrated mono-
graphs in the field of hyponomology in Poland. The authoress has conveyed in them her
rich knowledge and experience in research on the group which she studied for over 40
years.

Professor BEIGER cooperated with many Polish and foreign research institutions and
specialists. She also served as a consultant for the Pest Control Service.



246 Polish Journal of Entomology 76 (4)

She was an active member of scientific organizations. She was the president of the Bio-
logical Committee of the Poznan Society for the Advancement of the Arts and Sciences
(1974-1978) and of the Poznah branch of the Polish Entomological Society (1978-1983),
member of the Polish Zoological Society, Physiographic Committee, and Section III of the
Poznan Society for the Advancement of the Arts and Sciences, as well as a member of the
New York Academy of Science (USA). For her activity in the Polish Entomological
Society, she received the Golden Badge of the Polish Entomological Society (1984) and the
Medal ‘For Contribution to the Development of the Polish Entomological Society’ (1998).
She also received an award from the Minister of Science, Higher Education, and Technol-
ogy (1979) and from the Minister of Science and Higher Education (2005).

Professor Maria BEIGER was very dedicated to teaching and tutoring. She supervised 46
master’s theses, of which 21 have been published and 3 have been distinguished with
awards. She showed great care for a high quality of her lectures.

Great achievements were made by Professor Marii BEIGER in education of research
personnel. She supervised 46 masters, 3 doctors, and reviewed 58 master’s theses, 6 doc-
toral dissertations, 8 postdoctoral dissertations, and prepared 3 metareviews for the Central
Qualification Committee (1 for postdoctoral qualification, i.e. habilitation, and 2 for profes-
sor qualification) and prepared for the Central Qualification Committee 3 opinions of appli-
cations for the professor title.

For her achievements as an academic teacher she received an award from the Rector
(1952), Golden Cross of Merit (1974), as well as another award from the Rector and a Di-
ploma of Honour for 40 years of her work as a teacher (1986). To honour her contribution
to development of the University, she also received the Knight’s Cross of the Order of
Polonia Restituta (1977).

Professor Maria BEIGER became an eminent scientist, who gained respect also as a tu-
tor, but she remained a very modest woman, exceptionally well-mannered, wise and good.
For us - her students and colleagues - she will always remain a peerless master.
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